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Go with the flow
THANK YOU SUN!

There’s money
on your roof

The basketball
court is situated
on the roof and
surrounded by a
large playground
and terrace

REACH YOUR
FULL POTENTIAL!

www.internationalschoolalmere.nl
International School Almere is part of Het Baken Almere
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Valery Mak

Got inspired?
This is the place to reach your full potential, visit
www.internationalschoolalmere.nl
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We are a dynamic and small IB World School. We offer
quality international education from the International
Baccalaureate, offering the Middle Years Programme
(age 11 to 16) and the Diploma Programme (age 17 to 18).
We ensure a safe environment for all of our students in
our new building. It was built using sustainable materials.
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It’s fantastic that
students from
different countries
and cultures can
sit together in a
classroom and learn
from each other
RUBIN BORGES,
HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL ALMERE
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Passport to
the world
Education at International
School is based on five
approaches to learning:
• Communication
• Social (collaboration)
• Self-management (organisation, affective
and reflection skills)
• Research (information and media
literacy skills)
• Thinking (critical thinking, creative thinking
and transfer skills)

As soon as you walk through the door of International School Almere you can
feel the positive vibes. The school is housed in a sustainable building that fits in
beautifully with the surrounding environment. From a distance we had already
caught a glimpse of some fences. These turned out to be part of the basketball
court, which is situated on the roof and surrounded by a large playground and
terrace. Solar panels supply the building with energy. At the centre of the bright
reception area are colourful, crescent-shaped benches, while further along the
entrance hall we see groups of students – some standing, others sitting. They are
speaking English, the school’s language of communication. The students at the
school come from no fewer than twenty five different countries and clearly
demonstrate that race, colour and gender are of minor importance here.
text MARIËL VAN DEN DONK PHOTOS THOMAS ERDMANN

The world
doesn’t stand
still. You need to
prepare your
students for that

R

ubin Borges, who has been the head of
International School Almere since January
2015, comes across as friendly and
dynamic. She proudly talks about ‘her’
students, staff and education system: ‘International
School Almere is an IB World School (International
Baccalaureate, ed.) and, as a secondary education
institution, offers two (out of the three) teaching
programmes: the Middle Years Programme (MYP:

11-16 years) and the Diploma Programme (DP: 16-19
years). We prepare our students for university. A
Diploma from our school will give them access to the
very best courses around the globe.’

Every child has his
or her own talents
Forget intelligence and social status. International
School Almere does not divide up its students based

Read more on the back cover

on their ability or background. All students are equal
and have the same opportunities. ‘Many roads lead
to Rome,’ says Rubin, ‘and there are also many ways
to learn. We work on the assumption that every child
has his or her own talents. A student who struggles
with chemistry may well excel at maths or English.
It’s all about allowing students to make full use of
their own talents and coaching them in areas they
find particularly challenging. Our teachers are flexible
and creative and give students the support they need
to achieve their goals. You need a certain amount of
theory as a basis, but knowing what to do to achieve
your goals is more important still. It’s fantastic that
students from different countries and cultures can sit
together in a classroom and learn from each other. A
French student will take a different view of the French
Revolution and a Spanish student will see a political
event in his or her country in an entirely different
way. Students respect each other’s views, values
and traditions. We celebrate these differences and
provide students with a platform that allows them
to demonstrate their knowledge. In this way we give
education more depth.’

Three pillars
Students learn to be critical, rather than just
accepting everything unquestioningly. ‘We cultivate
inquisitive minds,’ she continues. ‘Theories are
developed and opinions change. It’s important that
children learn how to learn, and how to apply their

knowledge in unfamiliar situations. Over the next ten
years jobs will be created that we have never heard
of and cannot even begin to imagine today. Learning
is a process that never stops. The world doesn’t
stand still. You need to prepare your students for
that. All students have their own skills when it comes
to learning. They all learn in different ways and have
different talents and varying interests. We think it

It is astonishing to see
what students can achieve,
even at a young age
is important to get students to think about their
individual abilities. We challenge them to realise
their potential and make use of their intellectual and
social skills. Our education system is based on three
pillars: a holistic approach (in other words, seeing the
student as a whole), communication (verbal and nonverbal) and cultural awareness.’

A wealth of good ideas
It is astonishing to see what students can achieve,
even at a young age. Rubin: ‘Students learn to think
in a problem-solving way. We asked our Middle Years

students, for example, to come up with a solution for
the surplus energy generated by our solar panels.
A wealth of good ideas were put forward – by
fifteen and sixteen year olds! These were all based
on thorough research, development, application,
measurement and evaluation. We take our students
extremely seriously and give them responsibility.’

Parents who get involved
‘Every year we organise a big barbecue, as eating
brings people together! In March we put on our
school play, every aspect of which is organised by
the students, from choosing the play through to
holding auditions and directing the performance. The
drama teacher is involved as a coach.’ Alongside
students and teachers, parents also play an
important role at the school. ‘Lots of parents roll up
their sleeves and help us out with most of our events
and excursions,’ says Rubin.

Everyone knows each other
‘The school is one big family. Everyone knows
each other here. As well as children of expats, we
also take on students for our bilingual programme.
These may be children whose parents are planning
to emigrate, for example. When students leave our
school they are ready to work independently and
know how to apply their knowledge or where to look
to find what they need. Our Diploma is a passport to
every university in the world.’

