
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL ALMERE

Celebrating 
diversity 
with holistic 
education



‘Welcome to the 
school of your life 
where learning 
and celebration 
never stops’

WELCOME
The International School Almere is 
a dynamic and growing IB World 
School located in a beautiful building  
on the edge of Cascade Park, 25 km 
east of Amsterdam. It was built using 
sustainable materials. We offer quality 
international education in a safe and 
sustainable environment.

At the International School of Almere we inspire our students 
to reach their full potential and through them contribute to 
a better and more peaceful world by striving for academic 
excellence, intercultural awareness and mutual respect. We 
believe in holistic learning, focusing on developing core values 
such as celebrating diversity, service learning, and approaches 
to learning skills.

We do this by exposing our students to critical thinking inside 
and outside the classroom. Our aim is to make learning relevant 
and engaging, where students are encouraged to discuss with 
passion world issues, ethics and theories and the application of 
acquired concepts in unfamiliar situations.

Welcome to the school of your life where learning and 
celebration never stops. 

Rubin Borges, Head of School
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Encouraging 
self-discovery and 
self-expression

Stimulating 
students to reach 
their full potential

Providing 
a positive, 
welcoming and 
safe environment

Celebrating 
diversity

Delivering global 
citizens who 
are engaged in 
understanding 
world issues

Delivering 
high quality IB 
programmes

‘Building 
lasting 
friendships’

‘Vibrant 
spaces for
teamwork’

5% NORTH 
AMERICA

4% SOUTH AMERICA

7% UK

5% AFRICA

9% ASIA & 
MIDDLE EAST

70% EUROPE

IB programmes aim to 
develop international 
citizens who, recognizing 
their common humanity, and 
shared guardianship of the 
planet, create a better and 
more peaceful world.

At the International School Almere 
we seek to provide a positive, 
welcoming and safe environment 
with clearly stated expectations 
striving to be IB learners who are 
inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, 
communicators, principled, open-
minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced 
and reflective. 

We are also a member of the Council 
of International Schools. 

The International School Almere is 
recognised by the Dutch Ministry of 
Education and is also a member of 
the Dutch International Secondary 
Schools.
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OUR MISSION

We want our students to reach 
their full potential and through 
them contribute to a better and 
more peaceful world by striving for 
academic excellence, intercultural 
awareness and mutual respect. 
To do so, we offer our students 
a challenging, comprehensive 
education within a diverse, caring 
and encouraging community of 
learners, enabling them to develop 
the intellectual and social skills 
necessary to achieve their full 
potential. Diversity is essential to 
our mission. We teach our students 
to understand and respect the 
views, values and traditions of other 
individuals and cultures, as well as 
their own. The school’s commitment 

to academic excellence is matched 
by a belief in holistic learning. All 
members of the school community 
are encouraged to pursue excellence 
and are recognized for their 
achievements.

DEVOTED STAFF

We recruit and retain highly qualified 
teachers who are passionate about 
their subjects and the teaching-
learning process. Our staff provide 
the paths that foster critical thinking 
and reflection skills amongst the 
school community. They create 
a challenging and stimulating 
environment that helps students 
grow in appreciation of and passion 
for learning. Our staff come from 
all over the world reflecting a 
multicultural environment.

DYNAMIC AND FUN

The purpose-built school helps 
students feel at home from day one. 
Here, students make long lasting 
friendships and become global 
citizens. Our robust, challenging 
programmes connect academic 
subjects to social development 
and opportunities for leadership. 
The dynamic and fun environment 
builds confidence within our young 
learners. We encourage our students 
to apply themselves fully in all that 
they do and offer guidance and 
support in a positive and caring 
environment. Staff and students 
use iPads as learning tools in and 
outside the classroom but always 
under supervision mode within the 
grounds.

THE ALMERE EXPERIENCE
A  personal touch in a sustainable environment 

‘Effective 
learning 
through 
state of the 
art facilities’
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PROGRAMMES
An IB World School, we offer the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) and the Diploma Programme 
(DP), designed by the International Baccalaureate, 
and authorised by the IBO. 

What is the MYP?

The MYP is a challenging framework that encourages students 
to make practical connections between their studies and the 
real world. The MYP is a five-year programme offered by the 
International Baccalaureate. Students who complete the MYP 
are well-prepared to undertake the IB Diploma Programme 
(DP) or move on to further national and international courses of 
study for 16-19 year old including vocational courses.

The second programme introduced by the International 
Baccalaureate (IB), the Middle Years Programme (MYP) was 
adopted by the IB in 1994. The MYP is open to students aged 
11 to 16. In the final year of the programme, MYP eAssessment 
provides IB-validated grades based on examinations and 
course work.

What is the DP?

The Diploma programme aims to develop students who have 
excellent breadth and depth of knowledge. These are students 
who flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically. 
Established in 1968, the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma Programme (DP) was the first programme offered by 
the IB and is taught to students aged 16-19.

The IB-DP is recognised and respected by world’s leading 
universities. The programme focuses on rigorous academic 
study, within a broad and balanced curriculum, which can 
prepare students well for employment.

INTERNATIONAL
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The MYP Curriculum

The MYP curriculum framework 
comprises eight subject groups, 
providing a broad and balanced 
education for early adolescents. The 
eight subject groups are:

• Language and literature

• Language acquisition

• Individuals and societies

• Sciences

• Mathematics

• Arts

• Physical and health education

• Design

Interdisciplinary units and MYP 
Project

During the course of the 
year, students are exposed to 
interdisciplinary units where they 

can see connections between 
disciplines strengthening their 
transfer skills. Students may learn 
about the functioning of the heart 
in their Science class, then measure 
heart beats during a Cooper test 
in Physical and health education, 
taking this recorded data to the 
Mathematics class to statistically 
analyse the collected data or take 
the data back to the Science class to 
further understand the working of 
the human heart.

In the final year of the programme 
students experience the 
responsibility of completing a 
significant piece of work over an 
extended period of time. This is the 
MYP Project.

Criteria-related assessment

Teachers organise continuous 
assessment over the course of 
the programme according to 
specified assessment criteria that 
correspond to the objectives of 
each subject group. These are 
done by providing students with 
varied and valid assessment tasks 
like open-ended, problem-solving 
activities, investigations, organised 
debates or presentations, hands-
on experimentation, analysis and 
reflection.

Service as action, through 
community service

Students take action when they 
apply what they are learning in 
the classroom and beyond. They 
strive to be caring members of 
the community making a positive 
difference to the lives of others and 
to the environment.

MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME / 11-16
At the heart of the our Middle Years programme is the understanding that 
adolescent years are an important time of transition. We strive to ensure 
that our students have a strong sense of belonging along with increased 
opportunities for independence and responsibility.

‘Broadening 
horizons and 
preparing for 
the Diploma 
programme’
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‘Students experience the responsibility of completing a significant 
piece of work over an extended period of time.’



The three core elements

Made up of the three required 
components, the DP core aims 
to broaden students’ educational 
experience and challenge them to 
apply their knowledge and skills. 
Through the DP core, students 
reflect on the nature of knowledge, 
complete an independent research 
and undertake a project that often 
involves community service. They 
core elements are:

• Theory of knowledge

• The Extended Essay

• Creativity, Action and Service

The DP Curriculum

The DP curriculum is made of six 
subject groups and the DP core 
elements.

• Studies in language and literature 

(English and Dutch)

• Language acquisition (English, 
Dutch, Spanish, French)

• Individuals and societies (History, 
Business & Management, Economics, 
Environmental systems and societies)

• Sciences (Biology, Physics, 
Chemistry, Environmental systems 
and societies)

• Mathematics (Mathematics higher, 
Mathematics Standard, Mathematics 
Studies)

• The arts (Visual arts)*

*Students may opt for any one of the 
five subject groups instead of visual 
arts.

Assessment and Exams

DP assessment procedures measure 
the extent to which students have 
mastered advanced academic skills 
in fulfilling goals such as analysing 
and presenting information, 
evaluating and constructing 
arguments and solving problems 
creatively. Both internal and external 
assessment are taken into account.

Moving to Universities

DP students apply to more than 3300 
higher education institutions each 
year in close to 90 countries. The 
Diploma Programme particularly the 
research skills gained through the 
extended essay prepares students 
well for the demands of University 
coursework. The intensity and self-
directed aspects of the Diploma 
Programme prepares the students 
during their University years.

THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME / 16-19 
The International School Almere offers an academically challenging and 
personally enriching two years for our Diploma Programme students. 
Commitment to service, and willingness to involve themselves in the many 
opportunities offered by the school are expectations in addition to keeping 
on top of the academic courses. 

‘The Diploma 
is my passport 
to universities 
all over the 
world’
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‘The intensity and self-directed aspects of the Diploma 
Programme prepares the students during their University years.’



Who attends the IS Almere?

A. Students with a foreign passport 
who are moving to the Netherlands 
(International Stream).

B. Expat students with Dutch 
passports who have attended 
international education (International 
Stream).

C. Students with Dutch passport 
whose parents are planning on 
moving abroad. These students 
typically attend the ISAlme re in order 
to prepare for the move with their 
parents (International Stream). 

D. Students of Dutch nationality and 
parents who can demonstrate a 
particular need for an international 
education (Bilingual Stream).

Approaches to learning

A positive approach to learning, 
including effort and behaviour is 
crucial. We also look for involvement 
in a range of activities including the 
creative arts, service, sports, and 
student leadership.

Academic profile

The student needs to show 
successful completion of previous 
study done through report cards 
submitted and transfer forms 
submitted directly from the current 
school.

Language ability

In keeping with the philosophy of 
international education we offer 
places to students who do not yet 

have fluency in English but who can 
demonstrate a need for international 
education.

Timeline

Enrolment is possible at any time 
during the school year providing 
space is available. Where this is not 
possible, the application is kept on 
hold and the student placed on a 
waiting list. The first step is to hand 
in the application form and relevant 
documents to the admissions office. 
The next step is an interview with 
the student. After all relevant forms 
including the financial agreement 
form and registration fee is 
submitted, an acceptance letter is 
issued and a place is reserved for the 
student.

ADMISSIONS 
The International School Almere seeks students who are able to embrace the 
opportunities offered at the school and who are committed to our mission.

‘I felt at home 
from day one’
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CONTACT

Heliumweg 61 
1362 JA Almere 
Phone: +31 36 7600 750 
info@edu.isalmere.nl


